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Special Thanks to our 2014 GIS Day Planning Committee 
and Their Organizations

Thank you to our Corporate Sponsors
APSG, COH-P&D, ESRI, Harris County, H-GAC, 

Tessellations, Western Data Systems

Thank you to Harris County Flood Control District for GIS Day Posters

Allison Alford, Western Data Systems Larry Nierth, City of Houston, 
P&D

Ashok Wadwani, Applied Field Data 
Systems

Lori Kircher, City of Houston, 
PWE/PUD

Bill Bass, H-GAC Maria Vera Flores, Houston 
TranStar

Dionne Bryant, City of Sugarland Melvic Degracia, Harris County 

Dr. Jack Hill, Sam Houston State 
University

Michael Goh, City of Houston-
Enterprise GIS Services 

Dr. Lalita Sen, Texas Southern 
University

Michael Vy, HCAD

Dr. Noel Estwick, Prairie View A&M Mike Walters, HCFCD

George  Culver, LJA Nicholas Popovich, ESRI

Grant Garrison, Port of Houston 
Authority

Penny Hornsby, Missouri City

Jean  Aroom, Rice University Sharon Heisler, Missouri City

Jonathan Farmer, City of Stafford Tanya Nguyen, H-GAC

Kim Ricker, Rice University Vince Hamilton, City of Houston
Houston Airport System, Chair

Schedule of Events , 611 Walker, Nov. 19, 2014
10am-
4pm

Exhibitor Area, Map Gallery, & Applications Fair Open-
Auditorium, Lobby

Speaker Presentations in Auditorium
Time Speaker Organization Topic

10:00am Vince Hamilton Houston Airports GDC Opening Remarks

10:30am Dr. Jack Hill Sam Houston State Environmental GIS 
Applications

11:00am Jackie Smith City of Houston Open Data GIS 
Applications

12:00pm Nick Popovich ESRI TBD

12:30pm Allison Alford Western Digital Systems GPS reference 
systems

Keynote Speaker-Auditorium

1:00pm Jim Scott Applied Geographics, 
Inc.

GIS without limits, 
an Open Data 
Opportunity

Speaker Presentations-Auditorium

2:00pm Rob Decker Keystone Aerials Color 3D points clouds
from Aerials

2:30pm Presentation Break

3:00pm Jonathan Farmer City of Stafford
GIS and Open Data 
for Small 
Communities

3:30pm Richard Wade TNRIS GEMSS2: Personalized
Map  Viewer

4:00pm Errol Williams HCAD GIS and Property 
Appraisal

Closing-Auditorium

4:30pm Vince Hamilton Houston Airports/GDC Awards, Recognition 
and closing

After Hours Meet-up
5pm-7pm Birraporetti's, 500 Louisiana St., Houston, TX 77002
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Map Gallery

Don’t forget to visit the map gallery located on the 611 Lobby. GIS professionals and students will
showcase their work on printed maps. Maps will be judged by a panel based on Cartographic
Design and Content/Analytical Presentation. The top three winners will be awarded for each
category.

Map Applications Fair

The Houston Area GIS Day will be hosting an application fair for web-based geospatial
applications. Prizes will be awarded. The deadline to submit your app is Wednesday, November
12th at 5pm. All apps must run within Internet Explorer and should be hosted on their own server.
Entries limited to one app per participant. Be prepared to present a brief overview of your app to
the judging committee on GIS Day. The Map Applications Fair will be taking place on the garden
level.

What is “GIS?”

"In the strictest sense, a GIS is a computer system capable of assembling, storing, manipulating,
and displaying geographically referenced information, i.e. data identified according to their
locations. Practitioners also regard the total GIS as including operating personnel and the data that
go into the system." USGS

"A geographic information system (GIS) is a computer-based tool for mapping and analyzing things
that exist and events that happen on earth. GIS technology integrates common database
operations such as query and statistical analysis with the unique visualization and geographic
analysis benefits offered by maps." ESRI

"GIS is an integrated system of computer hardware, software, and trained personnel linking
topographic, demographic, utility, facility, image and other resource data that is geographically
referenced." NASA

City of Houston, Enterprise GIS
Houston IT Services, 611 Walker Street, 5th Floor

Planning & Development, 611 Walker St., 
6th Floor, Houston, TX 77002

GIS Services Help Desk: (713)837-7777
Fax: (713)837-7716

Website:  http://mycity.houstontx.gov/home/EnterpriseGIS.html

The Enterprise GIS is funded and staffed in 2 departments at the City, Houston IT and Planning &
Development.

The City of Houston's Enterprise GIS team focuses on the development and continuing
enhancement of an Enterprise Geographic Information System that serves the needs of all City of
Houston departments, staff and citizens. Through coordinated data development, best practices
data management and state of the art mapping services, City of Houston Enterprise GIS seeks to
improve access to information as well as the quality of underlying data from which information is
derived.

Enterprise GIS provides the following for all City-wide departments -- Database Development for
over 150 direct users and over 100 web services, Web services development, Application
development, GIS workflow, database and technology consulting, ESRI software distribution &
ELA management, GIS Help Desk & application training, and Use of GIS infrastructure which
includes 30+ servers and three SAN/MSA storages.

The Planning & Development Department maintains and operates the City of Houston Geographic
Information System (COHGIS). COHGIS staff utilize data provided by Federal, State, County and
local government entities to produce data sets that are distributed and used by other GIS
operations, both public and private, within this region.

Association of Petroleum Surveying & Geomatics
www.apsg.info    

Founded in November 1998, the Association of Petroleum, Surveying, & Geomatrics (APSG) is
an unincorporated association of individuals. Members include experts in geomatics, surveying,
positioning, geospatial data management, and mapping sciences from E&P companies, oilfield
service companies, survey contractors, consultants, and academia. Check out the impressive mix
of companies at our Public Member Directory.

APSG is well regarded for its industry leadership, educational programs, and professional
networking.

Exhibitor Profiles
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Keynote Speaker

Open Data- Jim Scott

Jim Scott is the former director of TNRIS and the former State of Texas
GIO, and is now with Applied Geographics, Inc. He will be talking about
“GIS Without Limits: An Open Data Opportunity”.

What is Open data?
• In essence, “open” data is free for anyone to use, re-use and re-distribute.

Why is it important?
• Open data is a tremendous resource that is as yet largely untapped. The 

government collects a vast quantity of high-quality data as part of its 
ordinary working activities. If this data is made open, it can have huge 
potential benefits.

• Part of the beauty of open data is that it is impossible to predict precisely 
how it will be used to create value. The nature of innovation is that 
developments often appear in unlikely places.

• Some areas in which open data is already having a positive impact include:
 Transparency and democratic control
 Civil participation
 Improved and new private products and services
 Innovation
 Governmental efficiency 

Exhibitor Profiles

Esri Houston Satellite Office
11200 Westheimer, Suite 630
Houston, TX 77042
p: 713.401.0658 f: 713.782.5958
www.esri.com

Esri’s geographic information system (GIS) software has given clients the power to think and plan
geographically for over 40 years and is used in more than 300,000 organizations worldwide. GIS
helps cities, governments, universities, and Fortune 500 companies save money, lives, and our
environment. From transporting ethanol to studying landslides, GIS combines hardware, software,
and data to collect, manage, and analyze geographic information, which helps people view
relationships, patterns, and trends. Solve problems and make better decisions by looking at your
valuable data in a way that is quickly understood and easily shared.

City of Houston
Department of Public Works and Engineering
Public Utilities Division (PUD)
Business Services Branch - GIS Services
611 Walker, Houston, TX 77002
http://www.publicworks.houstontx.gov/utilities/index.html

The GIS Services Group is comprised of a Data Management Section and a Data Applications
Section. The Data Management Section creates and maintains geospatial data for the City's water
distribution and wastewater collection systems. The Data Applications Section focuses on data
analysis and the implementation of GIS technology and its capabilities. Drinking Water and
Wastewater Operations use GIS technology to develop preventive maintenance schedules and
design facility master plans that help support the division’s operating budgets. Availability of the data
and data mapping supports decision-making regarding the maintenance and planning of
infrastructure facilities. GIS Services also provides mapping documents for work order job tracking,
density maps to analyze specific problems, proximity maps to study the impact of infrastructure
alignment, and identifies specific infrastructure components, such as community sewers and service
connections.

GeoPropel
16225 Park Ten Place, Suite 500 Houston, TX 77084, USA
Phone: +1 281-912-3612
Email: Info@GeoPropel.com 

GeoPropel specializes in enterprise GIS solutions with many years of experience in developing
these solutions based on ESRI ArcGIS products, Microsoft Bing Maps and Google Maps. We
understand enterprise GIS is something that spans beyond GIS. We have experience in integrating
GIS with wide variety of enterprise solutions such as Microsoft SharePoint, SAP, and Microsoft
CRM. We have worked extensively in ArcGIS server custom enterprise solutions and built
applications using ArcGIS JavaScript API, ArcGIS Adobe Flex API, ArcGIS Silverlight API and our
good old .NET WEB ADF. We have also helped many of our clients by integrating GIS into their in
house applications with ArcGIS Engine, ArcGIS Desktop Add-ins. Our iGeoAsset is a real time GIS
monitoring tool which alerts you of changes in your Enterprise GIS environment at all times. With
iGeoAsset on your side you can stay on top of any unforeseen events such as service outages or
unauthorized data changes and respond quickly before these events turn into a technical support
ordeal.
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Exhibitor Profiles

Harris County Flood Control District 
9900 Northwest Freeway, Houston, TX  77092

Office:   713-684-4000 Fax:   713-684-4140
www.hcfcd.org

The Harris County Flood Control District is a special purpose district created by the State
legislature in 1937 in response to devastating floods that struck the region in 1929 and 1935. The
District's boundaries are coincident with Harris County, and the Harris County Commissioners
Court serves as our "board of directors" to provide our elected representation. In June 1998, the
District became part of the new Harris County Public Infrastructure Department, although the
Harris County Flood Control District remains a separate legal entity and retains its public identity.
The District will be working with the Public Infrastructure Department to identify opportunities for
improved coordination and efficiency with its other divisions. The Flood Control District's mission
in simple terms is to: devise the flood damage reduction plan; implement the plan; and, maintain
the infrastructure.

Harris County Appraisal District 
13013 Northwest Freeway, Houston, TX 77040

Office:  713-957-7489   Fax:  713-957-7489
www.hcad.org

The Harris County Appraisal District, a political subdivision of the State of Texas, is responsible
for local property tax appraisal and exemption administration for nearly 640 jurisdictions (taxing
units) in America's third most populous county. Over 1.3 million property parcels are located in
our service area and consequently in our GIS database. The GIS at HCAD, since its inception
in 1993, has become a critical tool used daily by HCAD staff. The result of our GIS, detailed
and accurate maps and data, have become the staple for local taxing units and government
agencies, property owners and private industry alike.

Exhibitor Profiles

Western Data Systems 
14722 Regnal
Houston, TX 77039
Office:  281-987-1815  Toll Free:  281-897-1815
www.westerndatasystems.com

Western Data Systems is an authorized Trimble dealer specializing in the sales, rental, training
and service/repair of Trimble GPS and Optical Land surveying, Mapping, Marine and
Construction products. With offices in Houston, Dallas, San Antonio, Austin, Oklahoma City and
McAllen you are never far away from the experts.

Houston Airports
16930 John F. Kennedy Blvd.

Houston, TX 77032
www.fly2houston.com

Houston Airports (HAS), an enterprise department of the City of Houston, is comprised of
George Bush Intercontinental, Hobby and Ellington Airports. GIS is used for commercial
properties, asset management , maintenance management, emergency management,
construction, engineering and public affairs. The HAS GIS is called ASIS (Airport Spatial
Information System) and is integrated with the OnBase enterprise document management
system and the Infor asset management system. The ASIS GIS system also maintains the FAA
mandated Airport GIS (AGIS) used for updated flight routes, landing approaches and obstruction
management.
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Keystone Aerial Surveys
Contact:  Rob Decker
Phone:  602-486-7456
Email:  rdecker@kasurveys.com

Keystone Aerial Surveys, Inc. (KAS) specializes in precision aerial survey data acquisition. We
have the equipment, skills, experience, and multiple locations that position KAS to provide the
assurance your project is flown to your specifications and on time. This is our focus and
mission. Keystone maintains a fleet of 19 aircraft specially modified and certified for aerial
surveys. We fly projects using our metric sensors – or yours. We are expert at project
planning, installing sensors, aerial acquisition, post processing and delivering your project with
strict professional standards and rigorous quality control. Keystone has flown millions of
survey miles obtaining film photography, digital imagery, LiDAR, and other aerial imaging /
remotely sensed data for thousands of projects.

Exhibitor Profiles

Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) Data Services 
3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 120, P.O. Box 2277 
Houston, TX 77027 
Office: 713-627-3200 Fax: 713-993-2481 
www.h-gac.com 

The Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) is a voluntary association of local governments
and local elected officials in the 13-county Gulf Coast Planning Region, an area of 12,500
square miles with over 5 million people. Local elected officials organized H-GAC in 1966 after
authorization by State enabling legislation. H-GAC now has 132 local government members,
including all major general-purpose local governments in the 13-county region: 13 counties, 105
cities, 14 school districts. H-GAC gives highest priority to serving local government needs to
help them plan for tomorrow. It promotes voluntary approaches in region-wide purchasing, solid
waste management, air and water quality, workforce development, criminal justice system
improvements and law enforcement officer training, transportation system improvement
planning, 9-1-1 emergency communications, services to senior citizens, and other significant
areas of concern to local government.

Exhibitor Profiles

Tessellations Inc.
2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 420 

Woodlands, TX 77380
Phone:  936-321-1998 

Fax: 281-667-3253
www.tessellations.us

Tessellations Inc. (www.Tessellations.us) was established in 1998 to serve the Greater Houston
Area with high quality Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and Remote Sensing services. Our
services include on-site user support and end-to-end GIS consulting services. Tessellations is
currently servicing several local governments with data conversion, application development, and
ArcGIS server tuning and maintenance needs. Tessellations Inc. also has ESRI authorized
trainers for Introduction to ArcGIS II and III, and Working with ArcGIS Spatial Analyst. Training
can be conducted at either the client site or at our training center in The Woodlands.

Harris County GIS/
The Spatial Services Committee for Harris County
1310 Prairie Suite 1501, Houston Texas, 77002
http://www.harriscountytx.gov/itc/gis

Harris County GIS is represented by GIS professionals from Harris County Information
Technology Center and Harris County Public Infrastructure Department – Architecture &
Engineering Division. Both groups work to deliver high quality, innovative solutions in the way of
GIS products and services for the organizations they serve.
Both teams have employees that co-chair the Harris County Spatial Services Committee. The
Spatial Services Committee is a Harris County Committee dedicated to progressing the County-
wide use of spatial data throughout the County, as well as other regional agencies who have
interests in creating and maintaining maps, databases and overlays of information related to
geography, addressing, and geographical analysis.

11011 Richmond Avenue, Suite 900
Houston, Texas 77042

Phone: +1-713-914-4455
Fax: +1-713-914-0155

www.rsandh.com

RS&H provides fully integrated architecture, engineering, and consulting services to help clients
realize their most complex facility and infrastructure projects for land, air, and space. We are
consistently ranked among the nation’s top 100 design firms and have worked in over 50
countries across the globe. With a tradition that began in 1941, RS&H has helped pioneers build
the launch platforms for the national space program, create global airports that connect
communities, shape progressive highway systems across the country, and provide facilities for
Fortune 1000 companies. We continue to build on this long history of market-based, specialized
experience, delivering time-tested insights to clients in: Aerospace | Aviation | Corporate |
Defense | Health & Science | Transportation.

TeachMeGIS, Inner Corridor 
Technologies, Inc.

3000 Wilcrest, Suite 195, 
Houston, TX 77042

www.TeachMeGIS.com

TeachMeGIS is the leader in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) training. Staffed with GIS
professionals who have extensive industry experience, we offer high quality training, both locally
and across the nation, at a reasonable price. Our public classes are held year-round, but we also
offer private classes. Our professional GIS consulting staff are available for short-or long- term
projects. Please call us if you need help meeting your company’s GIS goals.
•.




